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SANITARY SEWER PROGRAM 

I. PURPOSE 
In order for Cal Poly to discharge nondomestic wastewater to the City of San Luis Obispo’s 
sewer system, Cal Poly must be in compliance with the City’s Municipal Code, Chapter 13 
and shall; 

• Prevent the introduction of pollutants into the City system which will interfere 
with the operation of the CITY SYSTEM, including interference with the use or 
disposal of municipal sludge; 

• Prevent the introduction of pollutants into the CITY SYSTEM which will pass 
through the system inadequately treated, into receiving waters, or otherwise be 
incompatible with the system; 

II. SCOPE and APPLICATION 
This program applies to Facility Operations and Academic Laboratories where there is a 
potential to discharge to the sanitary sewer. 

III. ROLES and RESPONSIBLITIES 
A. Environmental Health & Safety (EHS) 

1. EHS is responsible for monitoring and reporting discharges from the sanitary 
sewer system including: 
• Submitting a monthly Self-Monitoring Report (SMR) Self_Monitoring_Form 

based on the lab analysis for the reporting month. The SMRs must be faxed 
to the city within 24-hours of receiving lab analysis that included a violation 
in the discharge limits. A final report, including a copy of the lab analysis is 
mailed to the City of San Luis Obispo’s, Industrial Waste Supervisor at 879 
Morro Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

• Submitting a semi-annual self-monitoring certification statement to be the 
city no later than Jan. 15 and July 15, each year. 

• Maintain a log of the dates that the Printed Circuit Board lab waste storage 
containers are emptied and the volume of waste liquid generated. The log 
must be submitted with the self-monitoring certification along with the 
waste disposal records. 

https://afd.calpoly.edu/ehs/docs/Self_Monitoring_Report_Form.pdf
https://afd.calpoly.edu/ehs/docs/Semi-Annual_Self_Certification_Statement.pdf
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• Notify the city of any change, such as addition of laboratories, restaurants 
and/or dining halls, dormitories, etc. in discharges at the facility. 

 
For non-routine discharges from facilities that are in excess of 50,000 gallons (Utilidor 
and pool draining), EHS must: 

1. Send an email to Ben Marquart city’s Industrial Waste supervisor or by 
telephone to (805) 781-7425 notifying of the discharge.  

2. Send a confirming email back to the requestor once authorization has been 
received by the city. 

B. Facility Operations 
1. Facility Operations is responsible to ensure that hazardous materials such as 

total toxic organics (TTOs) are not discharged to the sanitary sewer system. Click 
here for a list of TTOs.  

2. Must immediately notify EHS if hazardous material has entered the system. 
3. Never dispose of paint, cement, concrete, oil or any materials that are outside a 

pH of 6-9. 

For non-routine discharges from facilities that exceed 50,000 gallons, Facility Operations 
must: 

1. Send an email to Environmental Health & Safety with the following information: 
• Type (wastewater, pool water, sprinkler water, etc.) and approximate 

quantity of the discharge 
• Estimated gallons/minute 
• Timeline for the discharge 

 
2. Control the rate of flow to ensure discharge does not overflow. 
3. Ensure that Cal Poly complies with reporting requirements as described above. 

C. Deans, Directors and Department Heads/Chairs, Supervisors and Managers 
1. Ensure that hazardous materials such as total toxic organics (TTOs) are not 

discharged to the sanitary sewer system. Click here for a list of TTOs. 
2. Must immediately notify EHS if hazardous material has entered the system. 
3. Never dispose of paint, cement, concrete, oil or any materials that are outside a 

pH of 6-9. 

IV. REQUIREMENTS  
All sanitary waste from the campus is treated at the City of San Luis Obispo’s Water 
Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF). The campus is permitted to discharge sanitary waste 
under the Class I – Significant Industrial Waste Discharge Permit #259S.   

mailto:bmarquart@slocity.org?subject=DISCHARGE%20TO%20SANITARY%20SEWER
file://ad.calpoly.edu/AFD-Webroot/afd.calpoly.edu/ehs/docs/total_toxic_organic_compounds.pdf
mailto:environmental-health-safety@calpoly.edu?subject=SANITARY%20SEWER
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Limits 
Specific regulated parameters are monitored by the City of San Luis Obispo monthly and 
in accordance with the local limits. Table 1.0 provides the wastewater discharge 
limitations for those regulated parameters. 

Table 1.0 – Wastewater Discharge Limitations (Exp. 12.2019) 

 
Zero Discharge Permit – Cal Poly shall not discharge wastewater from the Printed Circuit 
Board (PCB) Lab (Building 192, Room 106).   

V. FORMS: 
Semi-Annual Self Certification – PCB lab 

Monthly SMR – Campus Discharge 

APPENDIX A: REFERENCES 
City Ordinance 13.08.040 and 13.08.050 

Metal Finishing Categorical limits found in 40 CFR Part 433.17 

  

https://afd.calpoly.edu/ehs/docs/Semi-Annual_Self_Certification_Statement.pdf
https://afd.calpoly.edu/ehs/docs/Self_Monitoring_Report_Form.pdf
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanLuisObispo/html/SanLuisObispo13/SanLuisObispo1308.html
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanLuisObispo/html/SanLuisObispo13/SanLuisObispo1308.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfr433_main_02.tpl
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APPENDIX B: CITY OF SLO INDUSTRIAL USER WASTEWATER 
PERMIT (Exp. 12.2019) 
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Site Manager/Supervisor:  An employee who may have authority to hire personnel, evaluate 
performance, direct work assignments, apply progressive discipline, direct resources to correct 
identified safety issues. This includes a principal investigator for research areas, faculty member 
for teaching areas, area manager, unit manager, project manager, superintendent, and 
foreman/person. Unless specified in writing, the default “supervisor” in laboratory/technical 
areas is the principal investigator or faculty. 

Student:  An individual enrolled in an academic class. 

Worker:  For purposes of this policy, a worker is an individual who actively performs work 
functions with hazardous materials or equipment in a laboratory/technical area. A “worker” 
may be faculty, staff, student volunteer assisting in a non-academic class, or visitor/visiting 
scholar. For the purpose of this definition, “worker” excludes individuals who only passively 
participate in tours, lectures, conferences, etc. 
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