
Student Sustainability Program 
2010 CA Higher Education Sustainability 

Conference 

Dennis Elliot,  
Ravi Sahai, & Sarah Fleming  

Green Campus Program 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo  



 Team of student 
interns overseen 
by the Alliance to 
Save Energy 

 Funded by the 
ratepayers of 
California under 
the auspices of 
SCE, PG&E, and 
Sempra Energy 

Introduction: Who We Are 



Introduction: The Green Campus Program 

 How Facilities started 
GCP 

 Facilities focus- 
extension of Energy 
Manager 

 Network building with 
Stakeholders 

 Mentoring and 
professional 
development 

 



Student Outreach: First Year Experience 

 Open House 
 Student 

Orientation, 
Advising, and 
Registration 
(SOAR) 

 Fall Launch 
 Week of Welcome 

(WOW) 
 

 



Energy Competitions 

 4,200 students 
– 15 buildings 
– 5 weeks 

 Total Savings: 
– 223,000 gallons 
– 117,000 MBTU 
– 101,000 kWh  
     $15,083 
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Survey Results: Red Brick Energy Competition  

 Surveyed by building 
 (n=177) 
 Did you change your 

behavior during 
competition? 

   86% yes 
 Will you continue this 

behavior after 
competition? 

   79% yes 
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Lasting Impact: Estimated Monthly Savings 

 
 28,000 kWh 
 26,000 gal 
 $5,751 
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Green Workforce Development 

LEED Certification of 
Capital Projects 
Leed the way- take 
video off of youtube 

 

Green Campus Project Interns 
at Cal Poly Green Job Fair 

For-Credit Interns 
 



Green Workforce Development 

 Green Job Fair 
 “Green Campus Certified” employers  



Marketing 



Marketing 

Cal Poly Sustainability & Green Campus Program Websites 



Networking on Campus 



Faculty and Staff Outreach 

 Participation in 
Academic Senate 
Sustainability 
Committee  

 Sustainability Advisory 
Committee 

 Green Campus 
Workplace Certification 

 For-Credit Intern faculty 
advisors 

  



 Dennis Elliot, Cal Poly Sustainability Manager 
 Morgan King, Campus Lead, Strategic Energy 

Innovations  
 All of our supportive stakeholders 
 Empower Poly Coalition and Zero Waste Club 
 Green Campus Interns: John Hauge, Nick Lovgren, 

Danielle Chandler, Bond Walker, Brett Edwards, and 
Tessa Salzman 
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Contact Information 

  

Ravi Sahai 
 Green Campus Intern 
 Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
  rsahai@calpoly.edu   
  

Sarah Fleming 
 Green Campus Intern 
 Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
 scflemin@calpoly.edu 
  

 

Dennis Elliot 
Assistant  Director, Energy, Utilities, and 
Sustainability 
  Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
  delliot@calpoly.edu 
 
Green Campus website: 
greencampus.calpoly.edu 
Cal Poly Sustainability website: 
sustainability.calpoly.edu  
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